Onabotulinum toxin A for the treatment of sialorrhea in familial dysautonomia.
Familial dysautonomia is a rare disease affecting the nervous system. Symptoms include speech and movement problems, anterior sialorrhea (drooling) due to hypersalivation as a consequence of poor oropharyngeal coordination; dysphagia and aspiration pneumonia secondary to recurrent posterior sialorrhea. The treatment for sialorrhea in this population is very challenging. Traditional drugs carry a number of side-effects that are difficult to control in this disease. We report the first documented case series of 3 patients with this condition that successfully responded to Onabotulinum toxin A injection into their salivary glands. This is an innovative, safe method for drooling control in this population.